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This book provides a highly interesting analysis of the biggest political events of the
late 20th Century, the breakdown of the Soviet-Union and the subsequent
transformations in the geo-political landscape. Partly drawing on his own, first-hand
experiences, Dr. Sultan Hamid Narwan explores the Soviet intervention in



Afghanistan, and traces the broader international ramifications of this intervention.
However, his ambitions reach beyond a historical analysis of the rise,
transformation and implosion of the Soviet-Union. Dr. Sultan Hamid Narwan also
takes up issues related to political theory and international law, in particular those
pertaining to state formation, self-determination and state succession. All of these
topics can only be understood in specific political contexts in which they arise and
are invoked. One of the merits of this book is exactly that: providing a
contextualized analysis of some of the core principles of international society,
against the background of major political transformations.

Prof. Dr. Wouter G. Werner
Vrije Universiteit, Amsterdam
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