Human Rights Situation and Ethnic-Religious Biases in Afghanistan Since August Y+« Y\:
Asella
Foundations of Ethnic-Religious Biases

Ethnic and religious bias is a phenomenon where social hostility or animosity emerges against a group
perceived as different due to distinctions in skin color, physical appearance, religion, language, or
culture. This bias takes various forms in a society, exacerbating social phenomena and leading to
negative sentiments between groups, sometimes escalating to unhealthy actions such as war, murder,
exile, and plunder. Typically, discrimination is imposed by the stronger group onto the weaker one,
perpetuating division.

Historical Roots of Ethnic-Religious Biases

Envy and narrow-mindedness have existed since ancient times, even during the prehistoric era, where
primitive humans would attack rival groups over basic life necessities like shelter and food. These
conflicts were often attributed to specific ethnic and religious identities, resulting in loss of life or forced
displacement from their homeland.( https://amnesty.ca/activism-guide/the-talibans-relentless-attack-

on-human-rights-in -afghanistan/

Primary Environments Influencing Ethnic-Religious Biases

V. Family Environment: Ethnic-religious biases often begin within the family unit, where inherited
prejudices and biases shape early perceptions of other groups.

Y. Educational and Cultural Institutions: Biases are reinforced through educational curricula and
cultural institutions, perpetuating discriminatory views.

Y. Police and Governmental Agencies: Institutional biases within law enforcement and
governmental bodies contribute significantly to the amplification of ethnic and religious
discrimination.

¢. Religious and Spiritual Leaders: Leaders within religious and spiritual spheres sometimes
intensify ethnic and religious discrimination, further dividing communities.

( https://www.afintl.com/video/ott ddc)14f\fcbY¢1dYbY\deTV. - 49Afco- )

Objectives

Since August Y- Y), ethnic and religious biases in Afghanistan have noticeably intensified. With the rise of
the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, the last Jewish individual left Afghanistan, as the Emirate operates
under the slogan of implementing Sharia law while exhibiting various forms of discrimination against
ethnic and religious minorities.

From an Islamic perspective, superiority is solely determined by piety, with ethnicity and race merely
serving as means of recognition among individuals. However, the Islamic Emirate has heavily relied on
ethnic biases, prompting all religious minorities to leave Afghanistan upon its takeover. Communities
such as Hindus and Sikhs significantly reduced their presence in Kabul and Nangarhar, seeking refuge in
countries like India and Canada. Additionally, Afghan Hazara groups have emigrated en masse to Iran and
Pakistan.( https://www.facebook.com/officialharakatghor/videos/
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The primary goal of the ruling group in Afghanistan is the homogenization of Afghanistan under a
singular ethnic-religious hegemony. They advocate for Hanafi Islam to be the exclusive official religion of
Afghanistan. Afghan people perceive this as a potential infringement on the rights of minorities within
Afghanistan

The treatment of women under the Islamic Emirate's rule reflects a cultural and ethnic bias rather than
Islamic principles. Denying girls access to education is among the biases enforced by the ruling group,
driven by extremist ideologies that view women solely as entities for reproduction. Women are relegated
to household roles, stripped of their basic rights and privileges, underpinned by the ruling group's
cultural biases.( https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TfPBiRgnOBc )

Government

The government based on ethnic and religious biases in Afghanistan has led to significant societal issues.
Afghanistan is a diverse society with more than ten ethnic groups coexisting. One of the tangible
consequences of prejudice in Afghanistan is social anarchy and the failure to form unity and cohesion.
Different groups in society have lost their sense of solidarity due to lack of harmony and biased
governance. This fragmentation has resulted in institutional corruption, with the media and publishing
apparatus promoting favoritism. Government positions are not awarded based on merit and experience
but rather on ethnic and religious criteria, leading to key positions being monopolized by one ethnicity or
religious group. https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=) -, YV /journal.pone. - YAAA\ Y

In the Islamic Emirate government, not only are women marginalized within ethnic and religious biases,
but they are systematically excluded from society. Despite women constituting half of the population,
they are not represented in any governmental body. In the composition of the Islamic Emirate's cabinet
and all national organizations, A/ are Pashtun, with only Y from other ethnicities. The presence of
other ethnic groups in the Islamic Emirate is minimal, even though non-Pashtuns make up the majority
of the country's population. This imbalance means the Islamic Emirate cannot adequately represent all
Pashtuns, let alone the entire nation.

One of the most essential factors for ensuring security in society is maintaining unity and cohesion
among a nation. Achieving unity is only possible through preserving common history, culture, traditions,
and shared

interests.(https://csiw.gom.ac.ir/article a0oY.html#:~:text=Protection%Y - of%Y - Religious%Y - Minorities%
Y under%?Y *Islamic%Y - Legal%Y : System%Y :and%Y ‘International%Y : Law%Y + 0of%Y - Human%Y
*Right )

Leaders

Leaders based on ethnic and religious biases, and the existence of minorities, have been a reality within
many countries for centuries. Attention to the rights of these minorities, as part of human rights, only
began in the early Y - th century and reached its peak with the adoption of the United Nations Charter.
Before the Y- th century, minority rights were considered solely political issues and fell within the
exclusive jurisdiction of governments. Ensuring minority rights has since become a major concern of
human rights conventions and various international agreements.

Bigotry is a destructive illness in our society, robbing us of many opportunities. A prejudiced individual
considers themselves and their belongings superior to others, viewing others as lesser. They believe
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others lack logical reasoning and rationality. Prejudiced individuals look down upon other groups—social,
cultural, religious, racial, and others—and behave antagonistically towards them. Despite their hostile
behavior, they maintain a sense of self-righteousness, often justifying their own mistakes while
excessively criticizing others.

Following the Taliban's assumption of power in Afghanistan in August Y- Y\, leaders of the Pashtun
ethnicity now hold key positions in all three branches of government—legislative, judicial, and executive.
Pashtun leaders manage both military and civilian sectors in a country where various ethnic groups
coexist. The administration of the country is now led by leaders who prioritize ethnic and religious
biases.( https://noo.rs/pplYS )

Concluding

The text is about the current situation in Afghanistan following the establishment of the Islamic Emirate
government. Ethnic and religious prejudices have intensified significantly, with AA/ of governmental
affairs being run by one ethnic group. Since August Y- Y), religious, ethnic, and national minorities in
Afghanistan, including Hazaras, Sikhs, and the last Jew, have left the country.

Ethnic prejudices in Afghanistan have deep roots. Afghanistan is a diverse society with various ethnicities
and religions, but biases from certain ruling groups lead to anomalies that threaten the security and
peace of religious minorities. One such prejudiced action is the exclusion of women from society, which
has challenged societal norms. The removal of the Jaafari jurisprudence from higher education and
administration also reflects biases in the country

This situation illustrates how discrimination and prejudice can have serious implications for people's lives
and societal harmony, hindering progress and mutual peace in society.
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